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While the presence of the French in Asia has mostly been linked to Missionary expansion via the famed 
Société des Missions étrangères de Paris (M.E.P), there were also many other French communities plying 
the Asian sea and overland routes.  In 1884, in the early stages of the British intervention in the Malay 
Peninsula, French explorer Jean-Jacques de Morgan arrived in Perak with the intention of surveying the 
land for tin mining prospects. As the Peninsula was under the jurisdiction of British colonial administration 
as well as active local Malay kingdoms with its own administrative networks, de Morgan found himself 
negotiating his way around the region through intricate transnational social networks. His presence 
coincided with the French M.E.P.  missionary trajectory, which similarly required translocal negotiations 
amidst the unfurling pathways of corporeal, cultural and religious mobilities.  

These translocal relational networks were a central aspect of European presence in Asia.   French 
plantations were also a large part of Asian colonial life, as were the French women missionaries of the 
teaching order working alongside their counterparts of the MEP. There is also record of other geological 
explorers like deMorgan as well as numerous accounts of seafaring traders carrying out commercial 
transactions for French trading companies.  

In this inaugural seminar, we invite scholars to engage with the subject matter of translocalities and the 
diversity of French presence in Asia. We especially welcome papers that engage with (but are not limited 
to) the following key questions:  

● What were the various types of encounters between the French community and the local Asian
communities?

● What can we learn about translocal mobilities that emerged out of such encounters and
engagements?

● How have translocal engagements between the French and Asian communities in the past
impacted upon the present?

Through this seminar, we hope to understand, among others, the diverse historical, linguistic, cultural and 
architectural contexts of French presence in Asia and the manifold translocal engagements that took place 
between French and Asian communities in the past and also the contemporary transformations that exist 
in this day and age.   

Please note that the seminar will be conducted in English. 

SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS 

Paper proposals should include a title, an abstract (300 words maximum) and a brief personal biography 
of 150 words for submission by 31 May 2021. Please submit your proposal to the secretariat of The Jacques 
de Morgan Research Seminar Series UKM at ukm.demorgan@gmail.com 

CONVENORS 
Associate Professor Dr Shanthini Pillai, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, National University of 
Malaysia   
Dr Suziana Mat Saad, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, National University of Malaysia   
Dr Ng Lay Shi Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, National University of Malaysia  
Dr David Delfolie, Sciences Po Lille, France  / Institut Pondok Perancis 
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